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CAMbrella ς A pan-European research network for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) 
The goal of this collaboration project was to look into the present situation of CAM in Europe in all its 
relevant aspects and to create a sustained network of researchers in the field that can assist and 
carry through scientific endeavours in the future. Research into CAM ς like any research in health 
issues ς must be appropriate for the health care needs of EU citizens, and acceptable to the 
European institutions as well as to national research funders and health care providers. It was 
/!aōǊŜƭƭŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
within Europe and to create a sustainable structure and policy. 

The CAMbrella network consists of academic research groups which do not advocate specific 
treatments. The specific objectives were 

¶ To develop a consensus-based terminology widely accepted in Europe to describe CAM 

interventions 

¶ To create a knowledge base that facilitates our understanding of patient demand for CAM and its 

prevalence 

¶ To review the current legal status and policies governing CAM provision in the EU 

¶ To explore the needs and attitudes of EU citizens with respect to CAM 

¶ To develop an EU network involving centres of research excellence for collaborative research. 

Based on this information, the project created a roadmap for research in CAM in Europe. The 
roadmap sums up and streamlines the findings of the whole project in one document that aims to 
outline the most important features of consistent CAM research at European level. 
 
For other reports of the CAMbrella project which are also available on https://phaidra.univie.ac.at/ 
see the additional information on the description data (meta-data) of this report. 
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1. Introductory remarks 
 

 

CAMbrella was ŀ άŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ1 and as such it had a strong focus on 

communication and dissemination of its processes and results.  

The overall aim of CAMbrella was to provide scientifically based knowledge on the current 

status of CAM (Complementary and Alternative Medicine) in Europe that enters in a 

roadmap for future research in this area. Its aim was also to create a stable research 

network and provide a consensus based terminology for CAM that can serve as a basis for 

future collaborative research in this area. CAMbrella tried to map the patients´ and the 

providers´ needs; it gives an overview over all academic CAM centres in Europe and provides 

more insight in what is missing in terms of public knowledge and information about CAM. 

CAMbrella did not advocate single methods or treatments in CAM. 

 

As a health field that is widely used by citizens and patients all over Europe CAM is not 

adequately represented in academic research and education. It is subject to controversies in 

medical science as well as in the public at large. CAM is more than any other field in 

medicine burdened with suspicions of quackery or allegations about the principal lack of 

scientific evidences for its treatments.  

 

While CAMbrella certainly did ƴƻǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ /!a ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άōŜǘǘŜǊέ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǘǊƛŜd to 

contribute to a more business-like approach in giving a picture about the overall situation as 

realistic as possible and spread the results of this as widely as possible. The aim here was to 

inform policy makers and other relevant target audiences about the outcomes and thus 

broaden and enlighten the fundaments for research decision making on the levels of the 

European Union, but also on the national levels of the member countries. Thus the 

establishment of a dissemination strategy (task 8.3) was an important part of the project's 

goals. 

 

In the course of the last year of the CAMbrella runtime (2012) the intention was to put much 

effort into the task of informing all kinds of stakeholders about the results of CAMbrella. As 

the single work packages at this time already had finished their reports and deliverables, it 

had become the task of WP8 to condense their findings and results and to bring them into a 

suitable form for the respective audiences. The informational needs of these audiences 

differ substantially and had to be taken into accounǘΦ hƴŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  

 

In the following we would like to give an outline of the dissemination strategy: 

                                            
1
 These are actions that cover not the research itself, but the coordination and networking of projects, 

programmes and policies (Definition according to the guideline of 7th Framework Programme for Research and 
Technological Development). 
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This strategy is addressing two main categories of audiences, which differ substantially and 

thus had to be addressed in different manners. One part of it is aimed at the scientific 

community and mostly runs into scientific papers that were published open access and the 

presentation of papers at international conferences to the scientific audience of CAM and 

Non-CAM researchers and clinicians. 

The other part aims at the dissemination of the results to policy makers, opinion makers and 

the public at large. Here a more thought out process has to be established as scientific 

findings do not automatically translate into everyday language and understanding. The 

process of translating and interpretation is described in this report. WP8 aims at a 

transparent and consensus based process. The vision here is to create a CAMbrella slogan 

with which the findings and the overall goal will be identified ς not only on the political 

levels but also in the public opinion. 

The concept we used for this effort is using well known marketing tools and strategies ς here 

we have to thank Karen Chapman (external communication expert) for her valuable input at 

a workshop in Vienna in September 2011. 

 

2. Identification of target audiences 
 

2.1 The identification of European CAM stakeholders 

 

The identification of European CAM stakeholders has been undertaken in the following 

ways: 

 

¶ By checking the registrations via the website ς the 45 registrations predominantly come 

from either CAM interested groups, providers or academic and private research centres. 

¶ By collection of contacts and data via the existing networks of the Advisory Board, 

project partners and external experts.  

¶ By collection of a coherent list of European non-CAM, but health related or health 

interested stakeholders established by web-research recently (October 2011).  

 

For the identification of target audiences within the European policy bodies for the 

dissemination of CAMbrellaś results see Annex 1a (list of Members of the European 

Parliament belonging either to the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food 

Safety (ENVI) or to the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) dealing with 

questions of public health or health research, respectively).  

 

In addition, there is ŀ ΨMEPs2 for CAMΩ interest group within the European Parliament (EP) 

(list of MEPs who have affirmed they are interested in being involved in the CAM interest 

                                            
2
 MEP: Member of the European Parliament 
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group see Annex 1b) which is co-chaired by the following MEPs: Elena Oana Antonescu, 

Chiles Chichester, Marian Harkin, Sirpa Pietikäinen and Thomas Ulmer. 

 

Finally, we identified a smaller group of MEPs as well as members of the European 

Commission (EC) who have been actively involved in Health- and CAM-related topics by 

organizing or participating in workshops or conferences which took place within the EP in 

the last months: 

¶ Workshop ΨHealth in All Policies (HiAP)Ω, 25 May 2011 (organized by ENVI); 

Ms Glenis Willmott (MEP), Mr Alojz Peterle (MEP) and among others Ms Paola Testori 

Coggi (Director General of the Directorate General for Health and Consumers (DG 

SANCO)), and Mr Kevin McCarthy (Head of Sector, Public Health and Health Services 

Research; Directorate Health, Directorate General for Research and Innovation (DG 

RTD)) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201109/20110930ATT27937

/20110930ATT27937EN.pdf  

¶ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /!aέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ European 

Parliament Interest Group on Complementary and Alternative medicine (CAM), 

October 11, 2011 

Chaired by MEP Sirpa Pietikäinen, Finland. Including a presentation entiǘƭŜŘ Ψ/!a ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΩ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ aǊΦ hƭŜ hƭŜǎŜƴΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ 

Infectious Diseases & Public Health unit, DG Research and Innovation 

http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-

activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/camig-october-2011-meeting-summary 

¶ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ Ψ!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜǎΩΣ ол bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм (organized by ENVI) 

Mr Alojz Peterle (MEP) and Dr Andrzej Rys (Director of the Health Systems and Products 

Directorate of DG SANCO) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201112/20111219ATT34498

/20111219ATT34498EN.pdf  

¶ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ DǊƻǳǇǎ Ψa9tǎ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ 

/ŀƴŎŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ Ψa9tǎ ŦƻǊ /!aΩ on Cancer and the contribution of Complementary and 

Alternative Medicine (CAM), March 27, 2012 (chaired by MEP Sirpa Pietikäinen, Finland) 

Mr Alojz Peterle (MEP), Mrs Hedi Broson of the Norwegian Cancer Society, Oslo Norway 

http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-

activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/cam-interest-group-meeting-27-march-

2012 

¶ Workshop ΨMid-term review and evaluation of the EU Health StrategyΩ, 30 May 2012 

(organized by ENVI) 

Ms Glenis Willmott (MEP), Mr Alojz Peterle (MEP), Dr Antonyia Parvanova (MEP and 

ENVI Shadow Rapporteur) and Dr Andrzej Rys (Director of the Health Systems and 

Products Directorate of DG SANCO) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201109/20110930ATT27937/20110930ATT27937EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201109/20110930ATT27937/20110930ATT27937EN.pdf
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/camig-october-2011-meeting-summary
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/camig-october-2011-meeting-summary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201112/20111219ATT34498/20111219ATT34498EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201112/20111219ATT34498/20111219ATT34498EN.pdf
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/cam-interest-group-meeting-27-march-2012
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/cam-interest-group-meeting-27-march-2012
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/political-activities/collaboration%20in%20EUROCAM/cam-interest-group-meeting-27-march-2012
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201208/20120816ATT49726

/20120816ATT49726EN.pdf  

¶ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ Ψ!ŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ !ƎŜƛƴƎΥ ! ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƎŜ-friendly 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ у October 2012 (organized by ENVI) 

Ms Kartika T. Liotard (MEP), and N. N. (European Commission representative) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201210/20121003ATT52879

/20121003ATT52879EN.pdf  

¶ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ψ/!a ς Innovation and Added Value for EuropŜŀƴ IŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜΩΣ October 9, 

2012 (organized by the European multi-stakeholder group for CAM ς EUROCAM) 

Ms Elena Oana Antonescu (MEP), Sirpa Pietikäinen (MEP), Alojz Peterle (MEP) and Mr 

John Dalli (European commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy) 

http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/news/newsletter-16-january-

2013/unprecedented-cam-conference-in-the-european-parliament 

 

For the proceedings or further information of the workshops see the respective links above. 

 

The following two links are leading to the websites and latest organisational charts of DG 

SANCO and DG RTD, respectively. These are the DGs which are involved in healthcare and 

health research questions hence being our potential target audience within the EC: 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/chart.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=contacts&lg=en&origin=footer  

 

 

2.2 Non-CAM health related stakeholders 

 

2.2.1 Questionnaire  

 

Information about health related issues is available to the European citizens via many 

different sources, e.g. newspapers, magazines and health authorities. But regarding CAM the 

picture seems to be more blurred, as the sources of information rarely are related to the 

public health authorities. 

 

Thus, we wanted to get a clear picture of the informational needs regarding CAM among the 

European citizens, and we decided to contact a number of organizations (see Annex 2).  

 

The target group was defined as:  

European organizations ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ ǿŜƭƭ-being, but not with a specific 

CAM focus.  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201208/20120816ATT49726/20120816ATT49726EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201208/20120816ATT49726/20120816ATT49726EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201210/20121003ATT52879/20121003ATT52879EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201210/20121003ATT52879/20121003ATT52879EN.pdf
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/news/newsletter-16-january-2013/unprecedented-cam-conference-in-the-european-parliament
http://www.homeopathyeurope.org/media/news/newsletter-16-january-2013/unprecedented-cam-conference-in-the-european-parliament
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/chart.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=contacts&lg=en&origin=footer
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40 stakeholders were invited to help to establish sound knowledge about the needs of the 

European public at large in regard to information about CAM. 

 

In order to have a fruitful dialogue with the representatives of the organizations, we carried 

out this task in two steps: 

 

From November 2011 until January 2012 WP 8 conducted a survey by sending out emails 

which link to the questionnaire (see Annex 3) combined with phone calls to relevant 

contacts in each organisation. The questionnaire was designed in order to get qualitative 

input for our dialogue with the target group. As the target group cannot be expected to 

possess detailed knowledge about CAM, the questions do not presuppose access to scientific 

based data or media statistics. 

By the end of January 2012 we had analysed the results of the survey, and this outcome 

created the fundament for a workshop (see 2.2.3) representing the second step to fulfil the 

task. 

 

2.2.2 Survey results 

 

The respondents think that the CAM issue is important and they find the access to 

information poor. It is their opinion, that the EU citizens have a demand for more 

information on CAM, and they think that the evaluation of treatments is the most important 

informational need. Thus, the organizations we have asked were quite motivated to 

participate in our workshop. 

 

Summary of results: 

 

¶ 70% find CAM of some relevance, important or very important to their organisation. 

¶ The European ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ access to reliable information about CAM is poor or very poor, 

according to 80% of the respondents. 

¶ Internet, followed by news media and health related magazines, is regarded as the most 

dominant information service used by the citizens regarding CAM. 

¶ 60% find their own access to information regarding the CAM situation in the European 

countries difficult or very difficult. 

¶ The EU citizens have a demand for more information on CAM, according to 95% of the 

respondents. 

¶ More than 50% find the level of CAM information provided by EU health authorities 

poor or very poor. 
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¶ The most important informational need regarding CAM in Europe is evaluation of 

treatments, followed by guidelines for CAM users and access to research data. 

 

The questions were answered by mostly NGOs (non-governmental organisations) and non-

profit and patients organizations (N=20). The survey was opened 25th of October 2011, and 

the results were analysed 20th of January 2012. 

 

The results of the survey have been presented and discussed in depth at a workshop in 

Brussels this year (see also 2.2.3). In the email presenting the survey, we were describing the 

concept and the aim of the workshop, and the target group was encouraged to sign up for 

the workshop. At the workshop we discussed the issues in the questionnaire and the future 

needs regarding information about CAM. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ 

and we think that the input from the workshop will contribute to the fulfilment of our 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ άǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ /!aέΦ 

 

2.2.3 Stakeholder Workshop  

 

The WP8 members organized a stakeholder workshop on the status of information about 

CAM in Europe.  

The workshop was based on the results of the stakeholder survey. A group of 6 Brussels 

based European stakeholders had been invited to join WP8 for a discussion of the survey´s 

results. The workshop aimed to interpret the results in close connection with the 

stakeholders themselves and get an informed input from the stakeholder groups about their 

needs in terms of information and dissemination of CAM related subjects.  

This workshop was kindly hosted by the headquarters of the European Public Health Alliance 

(EPHA), Rue de Trèves 49-51 Box 6, 1040 Brussels, Belgium, on the 12th April 2012. EPHA is 

also a member of the Advisory Board of CAMbrella. 

According to the work plan this workshop should already have taken place earlier. However, 

this was a plan written down before the actual work had begun and it soon became clear 

that a reasonable workshop could only be run when there was a sufficient network of 

stakeholders established that was already involved in the process. With the internet / 

telephone survey and the hosting of EPHA of the workshop this was accomplished only in 

April 2012. 

The following main conclusions can be drawn from the workshop discussion: 

¶ The informational needs are focused on evaluation of treatments, guidelines for CAM 

users and access to research data. Furthermore a guideline for a critical approach to 

CAM information would be needed. 

http://www.epha.org/a/25
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¶ CAM is not taken seriously due to bias and the fact that there are many different and 

very diverse methods summarized under the name CAM. 

¶ There is an increasing interest on CAM beyond the EU citizens as well as the European 

Commission. However, one barrier to get established is the differences regarding 

education of the providers all over the EU countries. 

¶ Helpful to get CAM established could be: education programmes, cleaning up the 

different methods, focus on single diseases first, an independent official body giving 

guidelines and do supervising, cost benefit studies 

¶ National health bodies will have to do this work. 

¶ Pressure might also come from people who are taking care for their health by using 

CAM and finance this on a private basis. 

The proceedings of the workshop can be found in Annex 4. 

 

 

3. How to address the different audiences 

 

An important outcome of the WP 8 meeting in Vienna was to get a clear distinction between 

the two categories of our audience. We categorized our audiences according to two 

parameters: 

 

¶ Importance and relevance for the outcome of CAMbrella: άtǊƛƳŀǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅέ 

audiences 

¶ How we are going to addresǎ ǘƘŜƳΥ ά5ƛǊŜŎǘέ ƻǊ άLƴŘƛǊŜŎǘέ 

 

We understood primary audiences as the ones that are interested in the findings on their 

own grounds and CAMbrella has an inherent interest to reach them with its messages. 

Primary audiences can be scientific, regulatory, political or financial European and national 

bodies. 

 

{ƻƳŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀǊŜ άǇǊƛƳŀǊȅέΣ ōǳǘ were not likely to attend the final 

conference or could not be addressed personally at other occasions and thus cannot be 

labelled άŘƛǊŜŎǘέΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜd with them via print or email, and in parallel they 

were ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ άƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅέ Ǿƛŀ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ όŜΦƎΦ /!aōǊŜƭƭŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎύ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ 

media. 

 

Secondary audiences in this understanding are those, who we assumed to have an interest in 

the project either for their own purposes (CAM stakeholders) or for their own dissemination 

activities (Media, Universities etc.). Again some of them could be reached directly (for 
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instance the PR departments of the partner universities), but most of them will be accessible 

only indirectly via press and media work form our side. 

Table 1 shows which of the tools and strategic approaches mentioned above were used to 

reach which kind of audience. 

 

Table 1: List of target audiences and the corresponding way to address them 

 

Target audiences Means of access 

Primary direct 

Scientific Community  Scientific journals: publications 
Meetings/Conferences 
Website  

EU Commission ς DG Research and DG SANCO Policy brief 
Final conference 
Website 

EU Parliament Policy brief 
Final conference 
Website 
Call to action 

Council of Ministers Policy brief 
Partners: direct contacts with national ministers 
Final conference 
Call to action 
Website 

Primary indirect audiences 

National policy makers Health and Research Policy brief 
Invitation to final conference 
Website 
Call to action 

Secondary audiences 

Media Press release (s) 
Project brochure 
Policy Brief 
Website  
Newsletter 
Facebook 
Twitter 

CAM stakeholders Stakeholder workshop 
Press release (s) 
Project brochure 
Website 
Newsletter 
Facebook 

PR officers Universities Press release (s) 
Project brochure 
Website 
Newsletter 
Facebook 
Personalized, direct E-mailing  
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4. Dissemination activities 
 

4.1 Project logo 

 

The first step in the communication was the development of a CD (Corporate Design) and a 

logo (see below) that would identify the project. The CD consists of a letterhead, templates 

for minutes and notes and the logo in different formats for web based use and print use. The 

CAMbrella logo and colour (green) first was presented already at the kick-off workshop in 

Munich in January 2010 and was received very friendly by the project partners. Now, after 

the closure of the project it can be said that logo and CD have been highly successful in 

serving as identifying tools for the project ς both internally as well as externally. 

In connection with the CD WP8 proposed a communication policy (see Annex 5) to the 

partners which was approved by the SSC (Scientific Steering Committee) and gives the 

guidelines for usage of the CD and of communication within the project as well as for 

external communications like interviews, press releases, articles in non-research journals 

etc.  

In order to be accessible and identifiable by people who might be interested in the project, 

WP8 produced badges with the CAMbrella logo which partners wear during international 

conferences or national meetings. 

 

 
 

4.2 Poster and Leaflet  

 

A project roll-up was produced in summer 2010 to be present at meetings and conferences 

and is at the disposal of all project partners if needed at conferences or meetings (see Annex 

6). 

A project flyer which gives a short version of the overall information has been produced in 

autumn 2010. It was downloadable from the web based working platform of the project 

(www.projectplace.com) and reprinted at the disposal of partners who wanted to hand out 

information about CAMbrella at conferences, meetings and other events (see Annex 7).  

 

4.3 Project's Website 

 

Online since April 2010 the project's website www.cambrella.eu gives a coherent overview 

over the set-up, the tasks, responsibilities and contacts of the work package leaders and all 

http://www.projectplace.com/
http://www.cambrella.eu/
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the collaborators. There was also an announcement for the CAMbrella Final Conference on 

the website. In addition, the results of the single work packages and all the reports will be 

also published on the website.  

The website has served as the primary tool for the process of identification of CAM 

stakeholders in Europe. 45 institutions have taken the opportunity of registering as 

stakeholders via the website and have been or will be approached by project partners with 

specific questions. 

Originally there had been scheŘǳƭŜŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ά!ǎƪ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǇŜǊǘέ ς a possibility 

to get in contact and discuss research related questions with the top European experts. The 

idea was to enhance the interrelatedness and user friendliness of the website as well as 

augment the impact of the project's activities.  

We had however to decline from this original plan, because we had not thought over the 

workload for the participants in answering non filtered questions by the public at large. On 

second thought, and being confronted with all sorts of questions raised by people around 

Europe even without a special feature for it, we had to skip the plan. In future there should 

be a specific funding for this type of activity to make it feasible to introduce an experts´ 

corner on the website. 

4.4 Project Newsletter 

 

12 newsletters (see http://www.cambrella.eu/home.php?il=1&l=deu) have been sent out to 

approx. 1300 subscribers, who registered via the website, if interested. The regular features 

of the newsletters have been: 

 

ü Introduction 

ü Portrait of one of the European CAM stakeholders 

ü Report on one of the work packages, their tasks and their progress 

ü wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ /!a ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŎƻǳƴǘǊy. 

 

To these regular features reports about important scientific events, interviews with relevant 

people in the field, reports about related EU funded research projects were added. 

 

4.5 Facebook profile page 

 

The CAMbrella profile gave a general overview about the project, but did not encourage 

ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƪŜ-.ǳǘǘƻƴέ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ /!aōǊŜƭƭŀ 

profile could click this button which links the CAMbrella profile to his/her own profile page. 

154 ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ άƭƛƪŜdέ ǘƘŜ /!aōǊŜƭƭŀ facebook page thus expressing their interest in CAM and 

our project (see screenshot / Annex 8). The facebook page was closed in February 2013. 

 

http://www.cambrella.eu/home.php?il=1&l=deu


CAMbrella Work Package 8 Report   Page 16 

4.6 Policy Brief  

 

We set up a Policy Brief which is intended to address European politicians. Policy briefs are a 

special format which clearly addresses European politicians. The policy brief as a 

standardized format is intended to inform policy makers in short on new current state-of-

the-art findings, showing what the needs are and how to encounter them. The predefined 

format immediately attracts the interest of European Commission (EC) policy makers, as this 

format of condensed information is always intended to address them. The policy brief 

explains what the general aim of the studies was, and focusses more on the technical details, 

methodology, facts and figures for the expert readers. Here it was most important to show 

for example what the findings of WP7 όΨwƻŀŘƳŀǇΩύ are, delivering immediately suggestions 

on how to bring forward the needs of European stakeholders all over continent. This was a 

task that fits perfectly into the general idea of what European legislation is all about: the task 

is not suitable to be regulated by nation-centred policies, but can be much better regulated 

in an overarching setting like the EC. A short summary about the project, key figures, 

participants and contacts gives the opportunity to contact the key participants. The policy 

brief was distributed and published in the course of the final conference (see 4.12) and is 

available for download on the CAMbrella website  

(http://www.cambrella.eu/aduploads/cambrellapolicybrief.pdf ). 

 

4.7 Project brochure 

 

We also provided a Project Brochure which is intended to address the broader public, i.e. the 

interested citizen without a specific knowledge or training in the field of medicine. In order 

to address this target audience appropriately we will first explained what is meant by the 

ǘŜǊƳ ά/!aέΣ ǿƘich therapies we consider as included and which might not be included. This 

point refers to the findings of WP1. In a next step the brochure informed about the project 

in general, we explain what we used the money for and which added value we gained for the 

500 million European citizens. It explains the different aspects of the topic we analysed, the 

legal status (WP2)Σ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ό²tоύΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ό²tпύΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ό²tрύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ό²tсύ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ-centred way. 

The brochure is distributed via the internet as a downloadable pdf-file, as well as in a printed 

version on conferences and fairs, and as a hand-out to the media.  

The brochure also points out the gaps in the informational basis as well as the difficulties we 

encountered in gathering the information, hoping that this might also trigger some 

interested persons to continue networking, gathering information and collecting contacts of 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ found 

such contacts yet. CAMbrella has ended, but not CAM and the needs of all stakeholders; the 

CAMbrella project became in a way the nucleus for all interested stakeholders across 

Europe, inviting them to network further on. The roadmap of course is the essential part 

here, showing in which topics research is needed and considered most useful, thus giving the 

http://www.cambrella.eu/aduploads/cambrellapolicybrief.pdf
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9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎΩ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭƭȅ and with 

respect to their interest and expectations. The project brochure was ready for distribution at 

the final conference in November 2012 and is available for download on the CAMbrella 

website (http://www.cambrella.eu/aduploads/cambrellaroadmap.pdf ). 

 

4.8 Press Release  

 

A press release informed the interested media about the outcome of the project. We put 

together a general press release that could easily be adapted to the regional and national 

needs of the consortium partners. They translated the general text into their respective 

languages and added emphasis on their own specific contributions to the work. 

The idea was to spread the news to potentially 500 million European citizens, to inform 

them about the project in general and about the outcome. If the estimates are correct that 

about 100 million EU citizens do use CAM each year, a large interested audience was to be 

expected.  

 

4.9 Scientific presentation of the results  

 

4.9.1 Conferences 

 

The participants of the CAMbrella project took much effort in informing the public about our 

project by holding oral lectures or poster presentations at approx. 20 conferences all over 

Europe and abroad (see list of dissemination activities, Annex 9). In addition, there are 

presentations planned for conferences being held after the run-time of the project. The 

predominant place to present and discuss the CAMbrella findings will be the 8th International 

Congress on Complementary Medicine Research (ICCMR conference) in London, April 11-13, 

2013 including a workshop or special session dedicated to CAMbrella. 

4.9.2 Publications 

 

So far the following scientific papers on the CAMbrella project have been published: 

 

Weidenhammer W, Lewith G, Falkenberg T, Fønnebø V, Johannessen H, Reiter B, Uehleke B, von Ammon K, 

Baumhöfener F, Brinkhaus B., EU FP7 project 'CAMbrella' to build European research network for comple-

mentary and alternative medicine., Forsch Komplementmed. 2011;18(2):69-76. doi: 10.1159/000327310. 

P. Robertƛ Řƛ {ŀǊǎƛƴŀΣ [Ŝ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ bƻƴ /ƻƴǾŜƴȊƛƻƴŀƭƛ ƴŜƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŀ ŘΩŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭΩ¦ƴƛƻƴŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀ ƛƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀ 

di salute: il Consorzio CAMbrella., Bollettino Notiziario, 2010/1: 5-9. 

Melchart D. [Yes, we CAM (complementary and alternative medicine)! Or: Europe, we are coming!]. Forsch 

Komplementmed. 2010 Apr;17(2):60. 

http://www.cambrella.eu/aduploads/cambrellaroadmap.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21576975
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21576975
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20484911
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Reiter B. CAM in Europe - ideas and notions. Forsch Komplementmed. 2010;17(3):124-5. 

Roberti di Sarsina P. [Ŝ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ bƻƴ /ƻƴǾŜƴȊƛƻƴŀƭƛ ƴŜƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŀ ŘΩŀȊƛƻƴŜ ŘŜƭƭΩ¦ƴƛƻƴŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀ ƛƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀ Řƛ 

salute: il Consorzio CAMbrella., La medicina biologica, 2010/2: 29-37. 

Weidenhammer W, Brinkhaus B, Schagerl M. CAMbrella ς Aufbau eines europäischen Forschungsnetzwerks für 

Komplementärmedizin. Deutsche Zeitschrift für Akupunktur, 2011;54(1): 51-52. 

Santos-Rey K, Vas J. CAMbrella. Una red europea de investigación en medicina complementaria y alternative. 

Revista Internacional de Acupuntura. 2011;5:130-134. 

Roberti di Sarsina P. /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴȊŀ CƛƴŀƭŜ ŘŜƭ /ƻƴǎƻǊȊƛƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜƻ /!aōǊŜƭƭŀΥ ά¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /!a 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ς Bruxelles 29.11.2012 ς Comunicato stampa, Bollettino Notiziario, 2012/12: 18-19. 

Walach H, Weidenhammer W (eds.). Insights into the Current Situation of CAM in Europe: Major Findings of 

the EU Project CAMbrella. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2). 

Weidenhammer W, Brinkhaus B. CAMbrella ς a Pan-European Research Network for Complementary and 

Alternative Medicine: From the Beginnings up to First Results. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):3-5. 

Falkenberg T, Lewith G, Roberti di Sarsina P, von Ammon K, Santos-Rey K, Hök J, Frei-Erb M, Vas J, Saller R, 

Uehleke B. Towards a Pan-European Definition of Complementary and Alternative Medicine ς a Realistic 

Ambition? Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):6-8. 

Wiesener S, Falkenberg T, Hegyi G, Hök J, Roberti di Sarsina P, Fønnebø V. Legal status and regulation of 

Complementary and Alternative Medicine in Europe. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):29-36. 

Nissen N, Schunder-Tatzber S, Weidenhammer W, Johannessen H. What attitudes and needs do citizens in 

Europe have in relation to Complementary and Alternative Medicine? Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 

2):9-17. 

Nissen N, Weidenhammer W, Schunder-Tatzber S, Johannessen H. Public health ethics for Complementary and 

Alternative Medicine. Europ J of Integr Med. 2012, doi:10.1016/j.eujim.2012.11.003. 

Eardley S, Bishop FL, Prescott P, Cardini F, Brinkhaus B, Santos-Rey K, Vas J, von Ammon K, Hegyi G, Dragan S, 

Uehleke B, Fønnebø V, Lewith G. A systematic literature review of Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

prevalence in EU. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):18-28. 

Eardley S, Bishop FL, Cardini F, Santos-Rey K, Jong MC, Ursoniu S, Dragan S, Hegyi G, Uehleke B, Vas J, 

Jupaneant O, Citro MC, Fønnebø V, Quandt SA, Lewith G. A pilot feasibility study of a Questionnaire to 

determine European Union-wide CAM use. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19:302-310. 

von Ammon K, Frei-Erb M, Cardini F, Daig U, Dragan S, Hegyi G, Roberti di Sarsina P, Sörensen J, Lewith G. 

Complementary and Alternative Medicine provision in Europe ς First results approaching reality in an unclear 

field of practices. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):37-43. 

Hök J, Lewith G, Weidenhammer W, Santos-Rey K, Fønnebø V, Wiesener S, Falkenberg T. International 

Development of Traditional Medicine / Complementary and Alternative Medicine Research ς What can Europe 

learn? Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):44-50. 

Fischer HF, Junne F, Witt C, von Ammon K, Cardini F, Fønnebø V, Johannessen H, Lewith G, Uehleke B, 

Weidenhammer W, Brinkhaus B. Key issues in clinical and epidemiological research in Complementary and 

Alternative Medicine ς a systematic literature review. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 2):51-60. 

Reiter B, Baumhöfener F, Dlaboha M, Odde Madsen J, Regenfelder S, Weidenhammer W. Building a sustainable 

Complementary and Alternative Medicine research network in Europe. Forsch Komplementmed 2012;19(suppl 

2):61-68. 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20616514
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4.9.3 Special Issue FoKoM 

 

All papers generated by evaluating the results of the single work packages (see list in chapter 

4.9.2) are ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ άCƻǊǎŎhende 

Komplementärmedizin (FoKoM) ς Research in Complementary Medicineέ. All articles of this 

issue are open access: http://www.karger.com/Journal/Issue/257354. In addition they are 

accessible via the CAMbrella website: http://www.cambrella.eu/home.php?il=205&l=deu . 

For the title page of this issue see figure 1. 

Since the manuscript deadline was in June 2012 in order to get the papers reviewed and 

finally published until November 2012 when the final conference takes place, the report 

from WP7 ς roadmap for CAM research ς is not part of this special issue. The corresponding 

deliverable was submitted by the end of September 2012 to the EC and the results of WP7 

will be published at a later stage in a scientific paper. 

 

 
 

Figure 1Υ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ /ƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜέ 

summarizing CAMbrella major findings  

http://www.karger.com/Journal/Issue/257354
http://www.cambrella.eu/home.php?il=205&l=deu
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4.10 Non-scientific presentation of the results 

 

In order to disseminate the results of CAMbrella into the European public at large, some 

translational work had to be done from the scientific findings and their specific publication 

and language into an understandable and informative message to everyone who is 

interested in the topic. 

 

The strategy here aimed at the collection of key messages from the single work packages 

(see figure 2): 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Interaction of the different WPs regarding the dissemination of results 

 

 

WP8 asked the WP leaders and their teams to provide 3 to 4 key messages about their work 

and the final results. Key messages give the most important findings in a short phrase to 

catch the essentials in an attractive way. Key messages are a means to an end, they assert 

the result ς they phrase a position that can be backed up with proof. The key message is the 

summing up of the respective WP´s work and results in a single phrase that can catch 

attention and is true at the same time. 

 

Every key message can and should be backed up with some single messages about the 

findings in more details. The single messages should give the evidence why the key message 

is true. This work was to be accompanied by a short (not more than 1 page) policy 

recommendation, which went into the Policy Brief (see chapter 4.6). 

 



CAMbrella Work Package 8 Report   Page 21 

WP 8 then synthesized the received messages and formed them into the CAMbrella slogan 

and gives a very short summary of some lines to illustrate it (see figure 3). 

 

This slogan is: ά/!aōǊŜƭƭŀ ς ¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ŀƳ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ 

 

Fed by the slogan WP8 was enabled to work on the positioning of CAMbrella as a unique 

approach to the CAM situation in Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Pyramid graph showing the non-scientific dissemination strategy. 

 

 

Figure 3 shows the process of achieving the position and the slogan that represent the 

overall message of CAMbrella. It is worked from the bottom to the top. The results outline 

the policy brief, the project brochure, the website, the media releases and all other 

dissemination efforts. 

 

The final strategy has been presented to the Consortium at the meeting of the Scientific 

Steering Committee in Stockholm, May 9-11, 2012. 

 

4.11 Other dissemination activities 

 

Beside of the dissemination activities mentioned above dissemination of the CAMbrella 

project took place in various further ways (see Annex 9).  

For example, the project was announced on some of the partners' websites and via poster 

and flyer, interviews took place and presentations for the civil society were held.  
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4.12 Final Conference 

 

The major event of the CAMbrella project was the realisation of the last project milestone 

which was the Final Conference.  

It was organized in order to disseminate the major findings of the project and present the 

roadmap for future CAM research in Europe as well as to raise awareness for research on 

complementary medicine, especially referred to politicians. 

What is known by now is that many European citizens are using CAM but its status is 

characterized by an enormous heterogeneity in all of its aspects: from the terminology 

currently used to the methods provided, and from its prevalence (use) to the national legal 

status and regulations. However, CAM could be an advantage in the prevention of disease, 

as well as being cost-effective. 

By funding this project the EU Commission is taking the above mentioned development of 

CAM into account. However, to expedite the research on CAM provided a roadmap for 

future clinical and epidemiological research in the field of CAM. 

 

The Final Conference disseminated the project outcomes to the relevant stakeholders of 

CAM, particularly the research community, policy and other authorities, as well as patient, 

provider and consumer care bodies, and last but not least, the interested broad public. 

The Members of the European Parliament were one of our target groups during the Final 

Conference and the event the day before. We intended to provide them with the necessary 

background to decide if it is worth to appeal to the EU Commission to give further support to 

CAM research by informing them about the status quo of CAM in Europe in every aspect and 

present our proposals for future research in the field of CAM. The concept of the Final 

Conference covered two parts: 

 

November 28, 2012, 16.30 ς 18.30ς CAMbrella Workshop within the EP  

A pre-conference for MEPs within the buildings of the European Parliament took place. The 

German MEP Dr. Angelika Niebler agreed to invite CAMbrella to the Parliament, kindly 

hosted and chaired the workshop.  

Short incentive talks were given which included a summary of the project and a presentation 

of the major findings as well as the conclusions with respect to the future development in 

the field (for more information see Annex 10). Furthermore the politicians were provided 

with written information on the project, i.e. the policy brief (see 4.3). ¢ƘŜ άŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ 

part after the workshop was intended to enhance contacts and talks between project 

partners and MEPs. 

 

November 29, 2012, 09.30 - 17.00 ς Final Conference 

The main part of the Final Conference was a one day event held at the Representation of the 

Free State of Bavaria to the European Union in Brussels. 

All relevant stakeholders had been invited (personal invitations to individuals), like policy 

decision makers in the Public Health sector, e.g. the European Parliament, the European 
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Commission (DG RTD and DG SANCO), and the European Council of National State Ministers 

ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎέ ƻŦ /!a ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ 

members (representing the patient, provider and consumer care bodies) and external CAM 

experts. About 150 guests attended the conference. 

The aim of this one-day event was similar to the CAMbrella workshop the day before but the 

content was presented much more in detail. We provided expert knowledge about our work 

as well as talks of invited speakers (see program in Annex 10).  

The special issue of the scientific journal FoKoM (see 4.9.3) was handed out during the Final 

Conference. The presentation of CAMbrella outcomes ended in the European research 

roadmap as a vision for the future. Networking among stakeholders was encouraged in an 

open discussion at the end of the conference. 

 

4.13 Final report 

 

Apart from the mandatory periodic reports there is a request to deliver a final report of the 

CAMbrella project to the European Commission. This report has to be in accordance with a 

given outline which allows only limited space for the description of the scientific results. The 

published articles also do not allow the comprehensive presentation of all information and 

findings which will have emerged from the project. However, a maximum of information is 

compiled on form of the Work Package Reports which have been created during the run-

time of the project. All reports ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ άǇǳōƭƛŎέ (according 

to Description of Work DoW or modified by the Scientific Steering Committee) are made 

available via ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǿŜō-site www.cambrella.eu. The documents are accessible for 

download. 

Furthermore, all CAMbrella Work Package Reports were published with open access on 

Phaidra, a comprehensive university digital asset management system with long-term 

archiving functions hosted by the university of Vienna, Austria, https://phaidra.univie.ac.at/ . 

This procedure is fully in line with the OpenAccess Policy of the European Commission which 

requires that researchers provide open access to articles resulting from EC funded research, 

within a specified time period. It includes the outputs that scholars normally give away for 

free for publication (peer-reviewed journal articles, conference papers and datasets of 

various kinds). The policy aims to ensure that research results funded by the EU citizen are 

made available to the population at large for free. In this way, Open Access is considered a 

way to improve the EU's return on research and development (R&D) investment (see also 

https://www.openaire.eu/). 

  

  

http://www.cambrella.eu/
https://phaidra.univie.ac.at/
https://www.openaire.eu/
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5. Concluding remarks 

 

 

The CAMbrella activities terminated in December 2012, and the discussion of among the 

audiences mentioned above will go on. The aim of the dissemination tasks, though, reaches 

beyond the final conference and the press releases. 

 

The status of CAM research in Europe is far from homogenous, and the members of 

CAMbrella represent only 12 of the 27 EU member states. Well established traditions for co-

operation and exchange of information do not exist, and it is not an easy task to ensure 

stable communication from Liverpool to Lodz, from Tromsø to Timisoara.  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /!aōǊŜƭƭŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅέ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ 

network of CAM researchers as pointed out in the Description of WorkΥ ά¢ƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 

foster a sustainable, high quality collaboration of European CAM researchers by actively 

supporting a regional interest group within an already existing international society for CAM 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ όL{/awύΦέ Thus, at our annual meeting in Stockholm in May 2012, future 

networking and the continuation of the CAMbrella website has been one of the major topics. 

Handing it over to The European Chapter of ISCMR is an obvious possibility, but other 

options have to be considered as well.  

 

In order to facilitate the search for potential partners regarding future CAM research 

projects we generated a list containing the institutions of all our partners in the consortium 

as well as information on further institutions named by those partners as well as by the 

advisory board members (see Annex 11). This list is a working document and needs further 

editing and up-dating. We started with the CAMbrella consortium, the inventory of the 

Euricam initiative, and a list of institutions from German-speaking countries kindly provided 

by ǘƘŜ άYŀǊƭ ǳƴŘ ±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀ /ŀǊǎǘŜƴǎέ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ. After cross-checking with the members list 

of the άCƻǊǳƳ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŅǊŜǊ !ǊōŜƛǘǎƎǊǳǇǇŜƴ ŦǸǊ Naturheilverfahren und Komplementär-

meŘƛȊƛƴέ we searched for contacts relevant for CAM research in various European countries. 

This was done with the support of the Advisory Board whose members have numerous 

contacts to national institutions. The inclusion criteria like Ψactively working on research of 

CAMΩ are weak and difficult to validate. This may result in some errors by including some 

entries wrongly and other better fitting contacts missing. The major issue of the list is the 

unsufficient knowledge of CAM research activities in several European countries. 

 

In addition, we created a list of scientific journals on CAM by using the publications of CONG-

Wei-hong and CHEN Ke-ji 3, and Jun-Ying Fu et al. 4 as a basis and establishing our own list by 

                                            
3
 Cong WH, Chen KJ Chin: Journals on traditional medicine and natural products published in English. J Integr 

Med. 2010 Dec;16(6):551-556 
4
 Jun-Ying Fu, Xu Zhang, Yun-Hua Zhao, Mu-Hsuan Huang and Dar-Zen Chen: Bibliometric analysis of 

complementary and alternative medicine research over three decades. Scientometrics, 2011;88(2):617-626 

http://www.iscmr.org/
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leaving out some of the journals which seemed too specific to us and adding some more 

which were known to us (see Annex 12). 

 

In parallel, through cooperation with i.e. our Advisory Board, we supported the provision of 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 2012 and as 

widely as possible. 

 

One central aim of the project was the creation of a roadmap for future research in the area 

of CAM built on experience gained from a broad spectre of research activities across Europe 

taking into account the findings of the project. Medical research is integrated in the complex 

structure of healthcare systems throughout the EU and consequently has to consider a very 

broad range of needs and concerns from a variety of interested parties.  

 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴot only be important for the research as such. The 

synthesis of the CAMbrella documentation, the network of researchers and the continuation 

of the website also has the option of serving as a focal point for communication between 

other CAM stakeholders. Taken as a whole, ǘƘŜ /!aōǊŜƭƭŀ άƭŜƎŀŎȅέ will also help facilitating 

the future debate in the media and dialogue between policy makers, health authorities, 

scientists, health professionals and the public at large ς thus extending the impact of 

CAMbrella and gaining added and sustainable value for the 500 million European citizens.  
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List of abbreviations 
 

 

CAM  Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

CD  Corporate Design 

DG  Directorate General (European Commission) 

DG RTD DG for Research and Innovation 

DG SANCO DG for Health and Consumers 

EC  European Commission 

EP  European Parliament 

EU  European Union 

Euricam European Research Initiative for Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

FoKoM Forschende Komplementärmedizin - Research in Complementary Medicine 

(scientific journal) 

FP7  Seventh Framework Programme 

MEP  Member of the European Parliament 

NGO  Non-governmental organisation 

PR  Public Relations 

SSC  Scientific Steering Committee 

WP  Work Package 
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Annexes 
 

Annex 1a: List of MEPs dealing with questions of public health/health research 
 

Name Country Committees 

ENVI* ITRE** 

János ÁDER Hungary X  

Gabriele ALBERTINI Italy  X 

Amelia ANDERSDOTTER Sweden  X 

Josefa ANDRÉS BAREA Spain  X 

Elena Oana ANTONESCU Romania X  

Pablo ARIAS ECHEVERRÍA Spain X (Substitute)  

Kriton ARSENIS Greece X  

Sophie AUCONIE France X  

Jean-Pierre AUDY France  X 

Margrete AUKEN Denmark X (Substitute)  

Inés AYALA SENDER Spain X (Substitute)  

Pilar AYUSO Spain X  

Johannes Cornelis van BAALEN Netherlands  X (Substitute) 

Maria BADIA i CUTCHET Spain  X (Substitute) 

½ƛƎƳŀƴǘŀǎ .![2¸¢L{ Lithuania  X 

Paolo BARTOLOZZI Italy X  

Ivo BELET Belgium  X 

Sandrine BÉLIER France X  

Bendt BENDTSEN Denmark  X 

Sergio BERLATO Italy X  

Luigi BERLINGUER Italy  X (Substitute) 

Godfrey BLOOM United Kingdom X (Substitute)  

Rita BORSELLINO Italy X (Substitute)  

Frieda BREPOELS Belgium X (Substitute)  

Wŀƴ .y9½Lb! Czech Republic  X 

/Ǌƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ƛƭǾƛǳ .¦ hL Romania X (Substitute)  

Reinhard BÜTIKOFER Germany  X 

Jerzy BUZEK Poland  X (Substitute) 

Milan CABRNOCH Czech Republic X  

Martin CALLANAN United Kingdom X  

Antonio CANCIAN Italy  X (Substitute) 

Maria Da Graça CARVALHO Portugal  X 

Daniel CASPARY Germany  X (Substitute) 

Pilar del CASTILLO VERA Spain  X 

Giles CHICHESTER United Kingdom  X 

Nessa CHILDERS Ireland X  

Yves COCHET France X X (Substitute) 

Lara COMI Italy  X (Substitute) 

António Fernando CORREIA DE CAMPOS Portugal  X (Substitute) 

Jürgen CREUTZMANN Germany  X 

Brian CROWLEY Ireland  X 

¢ŀŘŜǳǎȊ /¸a!c{YL Poland X  
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Peter van DALEN Netherlands X (Substitute)  

Rachida DATI France  X (Substitute) 

Chris DAVIES United Kingdom X  

Francesco DE ANGELIS Italy  X (Substitute) 

Christine DE VEYRAC France X (Substitute)  

Dimitrios DROUTSAS Greece  X 

Bairbre de BRÚN United Kingdom X  

Anne DELVAUX Belgium X  

Christian EHLER Germany  X 

Bas EICKHOUT Netherlands X  

Edite ESTRELA Portugal X  

Jill EVANS United Kingdom X  

José Manuel FERNANDES Portugal X (Substitute)  

João FERREIRA Portugal X (Substitute)  

Christofer FJELLNER Sweden X (Substitute)  

Karl-Heinz FLORENZ Germany X  

Vicky FORD United Kingdom  X 

Jacqueline FOSTER United Kingdom X (Substitute)  

Gaston FRANCO France X (Substitute) X 

Dolores GARCÍA-HIERRO CARABALLO Spain X (Substitute)  

Vicente Miguel GARCÉS RAMÓN Spain  X (Substitute) 

Eider GARDIAZÁBAL RUBIAL Spain X (Substitute)  

Elisabetta GARDINI Italy X  

Gerben-Jan GERBRANDY Netherlands X  

Adam GIEREK Poland X (Substitute) X 

Julie GIRLING United Kingdom X  

Nick GRIFFIN United Kingdom X X (Substitute) 

Norbert GLANTE Germany   

Robert GOEBBELS Luxembourg  X 

Marek Józef GRÓBARCZYK Poland  X (Substitute) 

Matthias GROOTE Germany X  

Françoise GROSSETÊTE France X X (Substitute) 

Andrzej GRZYB Poland  X (Substitute) 

Cristina GUTIÉRREZ-CORTINES Spain X X (Substitute) 

András GYÜRK Hungary  X 

Takis HADJIGEORGIOU Cyprus  X (Substitute) 

Fiona HALL United Kingdom  X 

Rebecca HARMS Germany X (Substitute) X (Substitute) 

Satu HASSI Finland X X (Substitute) 

Jutta HAUG Germany X (Substitute)  

Jacky HÉNIN France  X 

Edit HERCZOG Hungary  X 

Esther HERRANZ GARCÍA Spain X (Substitute)  

Jolanta Emilia HIBNER Poland X X (Substitute) 

Gunnar HÖKMARK Sweden  X (Substitute) 

Yannick JADOT France  X (Substitute) 

Kent JOHANSSON Sweden  X 

Romana JORDAN CIZELJ Slovenia X (Substitute) X 

Dan JØRGENSEN Denmark X  
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Philippe JUVIN France X (Substitute)  

Karin KADENBACH Austria X  

Ivailo KALFIN Bulgaria  X (Substitute) 

WŀǊƻǎƱŀǿ Y![Lbh²{YL Poland X (Substitute)  

Sajjad KARIM United Kingdom  X (Substitute) 

YǊƛǑƧņƴƛǎ Y!wLf~ Latvia  X 

Seán KELLY Ireland  X (Substitute) 

Christa KLASS Germany X  

Lena KOLARSKA-.h.Lc{Y! Poland  X 

Eija-Riitta KORHOLA Finland  X (Substitute) 

Georgios KOUMOUTSAKOS Greece X (Substitute)  

Béla KOVÁCS Hungary  X 

tŀǿŜƱ wobert KOWAL Poland  X (Substitute) 

Sergej KOZLÍK Slovakia X (Substitute)  

Holger KRAHMER Germany X X (Substitute) 

Philippe LAMBERTS Belgium  X 

Bernd LANGE Germany  X (Substitute) 

Esther de LANGE Netherlands X  

Werner LANGEN Germany  X (Substitute) 

Jo LEINEN Germany X  

Corinne LEPAGE France X X (Substitute) 

Peter LIESE Germany X  

Kartika Tamara LIOTARD Netherlands X  

9ƭȍōƛŜǘŀ YŀǘŀǊȊȅƴŀ _¦Y!/LW9²{Y! Poland X (Substitute)  

Toine MANDERS Netherlands X (Substitute)  

±ƭŀŘƛƳƝǊ a!dY! Slovakia  X (Substitute) 

Riikka MANNER Finland X (Substitute)  

Linda McAVAN United Kingdom X  

Mairead McGUINNESS Ireland X (Substitute)  

Bogdan Kazimierz MARCINKIEWICZ Poland  X 

Marian-Jean MARINESCU Romania  X (Substitute) 

WƛǌƝ a!~¢#[Y! Czech Republic X (Substitute)  

Marisa MATIAS Portugal X (Substitute) X 

Kyriakos MAVRONIKOLAS Cyprus X (Substitute)  

½ƻŦƛƧŀ a!½9W Y¦Yh±L2 Slovenia X X (Substitute) 

Judith A. MERKIES Netherlands X (Substitute) X 

Morten MESSERSCHMIDT Denmark  X (Substitute) 

Alajos MÉSZÁROS Slovakia  X (Substitute) 

aƛǊƻǎƭŀǾ aLYh[#~LY Slovakia X (Substitute)  

Alexander MIRSKY Latvia  X (Substitute) 

wŀŘǾƛƭŤ ahwY¬b!L¢A-aLY¦[AbL9bA Lithuania X  

Tiziano MOTTI Italy  X (Substitute) 

Cristiana MUSCARDINI Italy X (Substitute)  

Bill NEWTON DUNN United Kingdom X (Substitute)  

James NICHOLSON United Kingdom X (Substitute)  

Angelika NIEBLER Germany  X 

Lambert van NISTELROOIJ Netherlands  X (Substitute) 

Paul NUTTALL United Kingdom X  

Eva ORTIZ VILELLA Spain X (Substitute)  
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Miroslav OUZKÝ Czech Republic X  

Vladko Todorov PANAYOTOV Bulgaria  X (Substitute) 

Rolandas PAKSAS Lithuania  X 

Justas Vincas PALECKIS Lithuania X (Substitute)  

Vladko Todorov PANAYOTOV Bulgaria X X 

Gilles PARGNEAUX France X  

Antonyia PARVANOVA Bulgaria X  

WŀǊƻǎƭŀǾ t!~Y! Slovakia  X 

Aldo PATRICIELLO Italy  X 

Marit PAULSEN Sweden X (Substitute)  

Andres PERELLO RODRIGUEZ Spain X  

Alojz PETERLE Slovenia X (Substitute)  

Markus PIEPER Germany  X (Substitute) 

Sirpa PIETIKÄINEN Finland X  

Mario PIRILLO Italy X X (Substitute) 

Rovana PLUMB Romania X (Substitute)  

Pavel POC Czech Republic X X (Substitute) 

Vittorio PRODI Italy X (Substitute) X 

Fiorello PROVERA Italy  X (Substitute) 

Miloslav RANSDORF Czech Republic  X 

Britta REIMERS Germany X (Substitute)  

Vladimír REMEK Czech Republic  X (Substitute) 

Herbert REUL Germany  X 

Teresa RIERA MADURELL Spain  X 

Frédérique RIES Belgium X X (Substitute) 

Michèle RIVASI France X (Substitute) X 

Crescenzio RIVELLINI Italy X (Substitute)  

Jean ROATTA France  X (Substitute) 

Jens ROHDE Denmark  X 

Anna ROSBACH Denmark X  

Oreste ROSSI Italy X X (Substitute) 

Dagmar ROTH-BEHRENDT Germany X  

Paul RÜBIG Austria  X 

YņǊƭƛǎ ~!5¦w{YL{ Latvia X  

Daciana Octavia SÂRBU Romania X  

Amalia SARTORI Italy  X 

Algirdas SAUDARGAS Lithuania  X (Substitute) 

Christel SCHALDEMOSE Denmark X (Substitute)  

Carl SCHLYTER Sweden X  

Horst SCHNELLHARDT Germany X  

Birgit SCHNIEBER-JASTRAM Germany X (Substitute)  

Edward SCICLUNA Malta X (Substitute)  

Giancarlo SCOTTÀ Italy X (Substitute)  

Salvador SEDÓ i ALABART Spain  X 

Richard SEEBER Austria X  

Peter SKINNER United Kingdom  X (Substitute) 

Theodoros SKYLAKAKIS Greece X  

Alyn SMITH United Kingdom  X (Substitute) 

Renate Sommer Germany X (Substitute)  
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.ƻƎǳǎƱŀǿ {hbLY Poland X  

Francisco SOSA WAGNER Spain  X 

Ewald STADLER Austria X (Substitute)  

Bart STAES Belgium X (Substitute)  

Struan STEVENSON United Kingdom X (Substitute)  

Hannes SWOBODA Austria  X (Substitute) 

YƻƴǊŀŘ {½¸a!c{YL Poland  X 

Csaba Sándor TABAJDI Hungary X (Substitute)  

Hannu TAKKULA Finland  X (Substitute) 

/ƭŀǳŘƛǳ /ƛǇǊƛŀƴ ¢(b({9{/¦ Romania X  

Salvatore TATARELLA Italy X  

Eleni THEOCHAROUS Cyprus X (Substitute)  

Marianne THYSSEN Belgium X (Substitute)  

Britta THOMSEN Denmark  X 

Silvia-!ŘǊƛŀƴŀ ¤L/(¦ Romania  X (Substitute) 

Patrizia TOIA Italy  X 

9ǾȌŜƴ ¢h~9bh±{Yº Czech Republic  X 

Catherine TRAUTMANN France  X (Substitute) 

Gino TREMATERRA Italy  X (Substitute) 

Michail TREMOPOULOS Greece X (Substitute)  

Ioannis A. TSOUKALAS Greece  X 

Claude TURMES Luxembourg  X 

Niki TZAVELA Greece  X 

Thomas ULMER Germany X (Substitute)  

Marita ULVSKOG Sweden X (Substitute) X 

Vladimir URUTCHEV Bulgaria X (Substitute) X 

Adina-Lƻŀƴŀ ±([9!b Romania  X 

Kathleen VAN BREMPT Belgium X (Substitute) X 

Alejo VIDAL-QUADRAS Spain  X 

Kristian VIGENIN Bulgaria X (Substitute)  

Philippe de VILLIERS France X (Substitute)  

Henri WEBER France  X 

Anja WEISGERBER Germany X  

Åsa WESTLUND Sweden X  

Glenis WILLMOTT United Kingdom X  

Sabine WILS Germany X  

Hermann WINKLER Germany  X (Substitute) 

Marina YANNAKOUDAKIS United Kingdom X  

Anna ZÁBORSKÁ Slovakia X (Substitute)  

Andrea ZANONI Italy X (Substitute)  

Auke ZIJLSTRA Netherlands  X (Substitute) 

wƻōŜǊǘǎ ½R[9 Latvia  X (Substitute) 

Inês Cristina ZUBER Portugal  X (Substitute) 

*  ENVI: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

**  ITRE: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 

Data generated by using the information provided on the website of the EP (2012).  
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Annex 1b: List of MEPs interested in being involved in the CAM interest group 
 
Name (Country) Party 

Ulrike Lunacek (AU) Greens 

Paul Rübig (AU) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Richard Seeber (AU) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Karin Kadenbach (AU) Soc Democrats 

Frieda Brepoels (BE) Greens 

Ivo Belet (BE) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Mariya Nedelcheva (BUL) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Zuzana Brzobohata (CZ) Soc Democrats 

Miroslav Ouzky (CZ) Conservatives 

Milan Cabrnoch (CZ) Conservatives 

Sirpa Pietikäinen (FI) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Satu Hassi (FI) Greens 

Liisa Jaakonsari (FI) Soc Democrats 

Eija-Riitta Korhola (FI) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Michèle Rivasi (FR) Greens 

Corinne Lepage (FR) Liberal Democrats 

Rebecca Harms (GE) Greens 

Peter Liese (GE) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Heide Rühle (GE) Greens 

Thomas Ulmer (GE) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Elisabeth Schrödter (GE) Greens 

Jorgos Chatzimarkakis (GE) Liberal Democrats 

Theodoros Skylakakis (GR) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Liam Aylward (IR) Liberal Democrats 

Marian Harkin (IR) Liberal Democrats 

Mairead McGuinness (IR) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Seán Kelly (IR) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Marco Scurria (IT) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (NL) Liberal Democrats 

Ria Oomen-Ruijten (NL) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Judith Merkies (NL) Soc Democrats 

Bas Eickhout (NL) Greens 

Jolanta Emilia Hibner (PL) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Oana Antonescu (RO) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Alojz Peterle (SLO) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Rosa Estaràs Ferragut (SP) EPP/Chr Democrats 

Willy Meyer (SP) European United Left 

Andres Perello Rodriguez (SP) Soc Democrats 

Carl Schlyter (SWE) Greens 

Cecilia Wikström (SWE) Liberal Democrats 

Jean Lambert (UK) Greens 

Julie Girling (UK) Conservatives 

Giles Chichester (UK) Conservatives 

Michael Cashman (UK)  Soc Democrats 

Jill Evans (UK) Greens 

James Nicholson (UK) Conservatives 

Keith Taylor (UK) Greens 

Bairbre de Brún (UK) European United Left 

Sarah Ludford (UK) Liberal Democrats 

Marcelo Sosa-Iudicissa Principal administrator EP Internal Policies DG 

Data kindly provided by Dr. Ton Nicolai, EUROCAM (info@cam-europe.eu).  

mailto:info@cam-europe.eu
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Annex 2: List of non-CAM related target groups - Survey & workshop 
 

1 Renewing Health 

2 Health Action International Europe 

3 European insurance and reinsurance federation 

4 European Medical Association 

5 European Federation of Nurses Associations 

6 World Confederation for Physical Therapy (ER-WCPT)  

7 AGE platform Europe 

8 Caritas Europa 

9 CEDAG 

10 Mental Health Europe 

11 European Platform for Rehabilitation 

12 The European Consumers' Organisation 

13 European Citizens' Initiative 

14 EUROPEAN CITIZEN ACTION SERVICE (ECAS) 

15 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǊǳƳ 

16 COTEC - Occupational Therapists of the European Countries  

17 The European Network of Occupational Therapy in Higher Education  

18 European Union of General Practitioners 

19 WONCA Europe World Organization of Family Doctors 

20 Standing Committee of European Doctors 

21 EFPAM European Federation of Patients associations in Anthroposophic Medicine 

22 EFHPA European Federation of Homeopathic Patients Associations 

23 WHO Europe 

24 Health First Europe 

25 EU Health Policy Forum 

26 ENVI 

27 ITRE 

28 The Association of Schools in Public Health in the European Region 

29 The European Breast Cancer Coalition  

30 European AIDS Treatment Group-EATG 

31 European Association of Hospital Managers-EAHM  

32 European Heart Network-EHN  

33 European Partnership for Action Against Cancer  

34 World Cancer Research Fund International 

35 European Association of Senior Hospital Physicians 

36 European Federation of the Associations of Dieticians  

37 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ  

38 International Diabetes Federation - European Region 

39 International Planned Parenthood Federation  

40 ¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ aŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ CƻǊǳƳ 
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Annex 3: Survey Results 
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