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DABAR: National infrastructure for digital repositories

• DABAR = Digital Academic Archives and Repositories

• Repository as a Service for Croatian research and higher 
education institutions

• Preservation and dissemination on the institution's internet 
domain
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Croatian higher education 
and research system: 

• ~226 institutions

• ~22K researchers

• ~142K students



DABAR: 16 (nationally agreed) digital objects

• Journal articles

• Papers published in proceedings

• Books

• Book chapters

• Conference abstracts and presentations

• Theses

• Artistic theses

• Dissertations

• Appendices

• Photographs

• Audio objects

• Audio-visual objects

• Educational resources

• Research data (datasets)

• Other documents (plans incl. DMPs, deliverables,…)

• Virtual collections
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DABAR: integration with national and global systems
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Last update: 2019 



Rich metadata & efficiency
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Croatian Higher 

Education 

Information System 

(ISVU)

Registry of Study 

Programs

AAI@EduHr

URN:NBN

CroRIS (Bibliography, 

Registry of Scientists, 

Projects, Journals, …)

HRČAK (OAI-PMH, KBART)

DOI/CrossRef (API)

Sherpa / ROMEO

AAI@EduHr

URN:NBN



DABAR: Islandora

• Drupal 7.x

• Fedora 3.7.1

• Lines of programing code:
• Islandora ~750k

• DABAR ~300k
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• multisite
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https://github.com/alen-z/open-source-stamp.git
https://github.com/alen-z/open-source-stamp.git
https://github.com/alen-z/open-source-stamp.git


Supports digital 

transformation of education, 

research and business 

Promotes Open Science and 

Open Education

Organisation

~ 170 employees

11 organizational units

3 locations

Builds and operates national 

e-infrastructure and digital services

30 public services for the needs of 

the academic and scientific 

community in Croatia

SRCE - University of Zagreb University Computing Centre
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SRCE: Service Catalogue
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DABAR: the project

June 2014 – 3 main goals:
1. National infrastructure for digital repositories

• scalable, interoperable, sustainable, flexible and suited for long term preservation, SaaS

2. Community

• information needs, application profiles, controlled vocabularies, education and user support

3. Promotion of OA

August 2015 – production
• Support for the object graduation thesis

2024-11-14PHAIDRAcon'24



Software platform?

2024-11-14PHAIDRAcon'24



Community involvement

Coordinating committee (march 2016. -
memorandum of understanding):

• SRCE

• Ruđer Bošković Institute

• University of Zagreb School of Medicine

• University of Zagreb Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences

• National and University Library in Zagreb

10 working groups:

• Theses and dissertations

• Scientific and related works

• Image, audio and video content

• Interoperability

• Long-term preservation

• User functionality

• Copyright

• Education & Support

• Research Data

• Educational Resources

29 institutions
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Functionalities

• Cover page

• Request a copy, watermarks

• Bookmarks

• Analytics, pivot tables

• …
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Challenges & plans

• Changes with Islandora (Drupal)
• development of custom solution (based on PHP/Laravel) on top of Fedora, SOLR

• eduGAIN authentication

• migration in 2025/Q1

• Promotion of research data sharing and FAIR principles
• lack of skilled support on institutions 

• large datasets (193.000+ files, 42+ TB, SFTP access)

• better integration with national cloud storage service (based on NextCloud)

• sensitive datasets?

• Research software sharing
• GitLab vs repository…or GitLab & repository?

• Certification
• CoreTrustSeal
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According to the Open Access Policy, Srce ensures that all research

data made by Srce is accessible and free to use by the general

public, especially educational and professional information and

content derived from the actions and work of Srce.

This material is available under the Creative Commons License

Attribution 4.0 International.

www.srce.unizg.hr/en

www.srce.unizg.hr/en creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en

Thank you!

https://dabar.srce.hr/en

dabar@srce.hr

drazenko.celjak@srce.hr
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CROATIAN OA 
JOURNALS

• Since February 2006

• 548 scientific & 
professional journals 
(417 active)

• 299.000 + OA articles 

• 70.000+ visits daily

PRESERVATION  

& DISEMINATION

Digital archives and 

repositories

✓ 16 types of digital 

objects

✓ 181 digital repositories 

of research & HE

institutions 

✓ 286.000+ objects

(TEMPORARY) 

DATA STORAGE 

& MANAGEMENT

SERVICE

✓ 650+ researchers and 

lecturers

✓ 440 TB of data

Data infrastructure & services for Open Science

PLAN

COLLECT

PROCESS

ANALYZEPRESERVE

SHARE

REUSE
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DATA, REPOSITORY AND 

OPEN SCIENCE

Dabar I Hrčak I Puh

Support to Open Science

ADVACED COMPUTING

Supercomputer Supek I resource Vrančić

ACQUIRING HPC COMPETENCE AND 

CONSULTING

Croatian Competence Center for HPC

Research

Data

Lifecycle

Education and provision of specialized support in the use of digital resources and services

Supek

INFORMATION SUPPORT

Croatian Research 

Information System

SRCE: Support for Open Science
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