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Research data management, 1663
Print of the academic thesis by Johann Karl Habersack

on the pulse (context: discussion of blood circulation, recently

discovered by William Harvey, in Central Europe);

defended in 1663 under the auspices of Paul de Sorbait at the

University of Vienna‘s Faculty of Medicine;

printed in Vienna by Susanna Rikesin.

Early collaboration in securing research results from

academic contexts: interplay between various stakeholders.



Case 1: Pez letters online
Situation: print publication of early modern learned
correspondence (with pdfs), to be transformed into a 
digital scholarly edition with the same publisher, and 
with a hybrid option for all future editions of the QIÖG 
series

Partners involved: Pez research group; MIÖG editorial
board; ARCHE repository; FWF 

Funding: FWF / digital publications; inkinds

Results: online edition of Pez letters; (tested) 
workflow for future editions in the same series

Challenges: technical complexity of conceptual
problems; adaption of the publishing interface 
(viewer)



Case 2: Zeitgeschichte archives
Situation: digitized ressources in different forms
and formats to be homogenized and brought
together in one framework and system

Partners involved: Department of Contemporary 
History; Phaidra; ZID; external developer; Dean‘s
Office

Funding: Rectorate / Investitionsvorhaben, inkinds

Results: (tested and agreed) workflow for
describing and representing the department‘s
archives and papers (Nachlässe)

Challenges: unpredictability of some parts of the
process, institutional sustainability of the results



Case 3: DH course with ÖNB data
Situation: Methodological Course in the DH curriculum
presenting a GLAM institution (ÖNB) as data provider

Funding: co-teaching inkinds

Partners involved: ÖNB / Library Labs; Uni Wien / DH-
Curriculum and Phaidra (Gitlab)

Results: notebooks e.g. on color analysis of / web search
tool for the botanical collection, or on attempts at doing
topic modelling with the Bibliotheca Eugeniana

Challenges: qualitative heterogeneity / experimental 
character of results; lack in sustainability and visibility



Case 4: Clariah citation guidelines
Situation: big heterogeneity / lack of orientation in 
citiation standards for electronic resources

Funding: Clariah (small project)

Partners involved: Uni Wien / SPL7; Clariah

(Expected) results: a collectively agreed blueprint 
for the citation of electronic resources 
(“Empfehlungen zum akademischen Zitieren von 
digitalen Ressourcen“)

Challenges: broad acceptance and academic
dissemination



Principles
Informed and pluri-perspective problem assessment: Problems need to be well-defined from a 

technical, domain-specific and institutional perspective, and broken down into their component parts.

Inclusive and iterative communication: Communication loops need to mirror the actual workflows, and 

need to toggle between narrow technical / operative, and larger / decision-making settings.

Thorough and slim documentation: Accurate minuting helps distinguish deliberation and decision-

making from phases of straightforward processing. Documentation must always be accessible to the 

larger group.

Complementary and synergetic funding: Every project builds on something, and every project develops 

a specific component or aspect further. Documenting procedures help precisely define the next steps, 

identify synergies and look for the next funding as well as establishing infrastructural routines.



Concerns
Institutional sustainability for workflows and personnel: Successful projects will involve
infrastructural in-house team members as well as domain-expert short-contract project
personnel. There should be criteria for when the latter should become part of the former
category.

Academic reputation for data handling: Output at the intersection of DH research and 
infrastructure (data, software components, tests and use cases, whitepapers…) needs to explicitly
be credited and counted towards an academic portfolio. This crediting needs to be implemented
by way of respective evaluation policies in academic recruiting processes.

Infrastructural awareness in funding schemes: Reversely, fuding schemes, especially on the
national and regional levels, must consider infrastructural funding as complementary to a 
paradigm of excellence, and require that competitive and convergence funding be related to one
another.



Connecting the dots
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